




The Best of Tuscan Treasures Tours  

6 -12 April 2016 

for Mr Frank & Ms Dottie  Giordano  

TUSCAN TREASURES TOURS brings  together  art,  culture,  literature,  

culinary  tradition,  unique  artisan  products,  and  a  sense of  

wellbeing , in Val  dõ Elsa. This unique  strip of  land,  which  meanders  

through  the  Valley  of  the  Elsa River, extends  through  the  Provinces  

of Florence,  Siena and  Pisa, and  may  be  described  as the  "heart  

and  soul of  Tuscany.ó  

Val  d'  Elsa is an  oasis surrounded  by  magnificent  and  

uncontaminated  rolling  hills, Medieval  castles,  Romanesque  

churches , Gothic  abbeys,  Renaissance  villas , stone  flour  mills and  

country  farmhouses,  set amid  bountiful  vineyards,  silver olive  groves  

and  fields of  ancient  grains . It is the  place  where  poets  Dante  

Alighieri  and  Giovanni  Boccaccio , painters  Cimabue , Giotto , 

Filippino  Lippi  and  Benozzo  Gozzoli , bronze  sculptor  Giambologna , 

and  the  "Genius"  Leonardo  da  Vinci , achieved  some  of  their  most  

important  works.  

Nearly  a  thousand  years  ago,  Val  d'  Elsa was  a  crossroads  for  

pilgrims,  merchants,  crusaders  and  Templars  on  their  way  to  Rome  

and  beyond  to  the  Holy Land . Still today,  master  artisans keep  alive  

ancient  trades  that  date  to  Etruscan,  Medieval  and  Renaissance  

times . Taste ancient  flavors  cultivated  in an  area   that  is still 

healthy,  natural  and  uncontaminated . The typical  products  and  

wines  which   we  will enjoy  in Medieval  castles,  Renaissance  villas 

and  historical  estates  are  a  triumph  of  colors,  flavors  and  scents  

that,  once  experienced,  will never  be  forgotten . 

In Val  dõ Elsa, you  can  savor  three  millennia  of  history.  

Come  and  experience  Authentic  Tuscanyé.in Val  dõ Elsa! 



Unlike other  tours, which  visit only  the  most  
known  and  crowded  sites of  the  magnificent  
city  of  Florence,  the  Mission of  TUSCAN 

TREASURES TOURS is to  introduce  you  to  an  
undiscovered  region  of  Tuscany,  a  treasure  
chest  of  art  and  architecture,  birthplace  of  a  
culture  of  beauty,  literary  and  historical  
significance,  and  culinary  excellence . This 
òhidden Tuscanyó is more  poetic,  romantic,  

majestic  and  mysterious,  and  remains  today  
an  oasis of  artistic  and  artisanal  mastery . 
 
Discover  Authentic  Tuscany  by  immersing  
yourself  in the  òbenessere  nellõ essereó ð the  
wellness of  being,  in Val  dõ Elsa.éthe  heart  and  

soul of  Tuscany. 

 

Discover  Authentic  Tuscany 



M
 

Departure with Ugo from Venice S. Lucia Train Station, tickets all 

ready reserved with òITALOó at 13:00AM and arrive at Florence SMN 

station at 15:05 AM - Meeting with Tuscan Treasures Tours STAFF. 

Welcame  Drink in a Renaissance Palace.  

Wednesday , April  6  
Arrival  Day : òUnknown FLORENCEó 

The Florence  of  Tuscan Treasures Tours preserves  the  city's  "hidden  treasures" that  

only  reveals  to  tourists that  want  to  exit  <the  usual mass-tourists itineraries>,  an  

indispensable  itinerary  for  those  that  thought  that  they   knew  Florence  and  have  

a  desire  to  discover  the  other  side of  the  "City  of  Gold .ò 

FLORENCE: 
"La Citta ' D' Oro" (The City of Gold)  

 

Optional: òUnknown FLORENCEó 
 
ò Customized Parfume ó 

 
ò Artistic Florentine Goldó   

 

 
Meeting  with SPECIAL TOUR GUIDE  

Conte Niccolò  Capponi  
 



         

           

 

           

          The Tuscan Treasures Tours takes  you  to  shop  in authentic  Florentine  artisans "botteghe " (shops)  and  NOT in <outlet>  

where  you  have  to  "elbow -fight"  when  choosing  an  article  that  you  like.  

 

           Our  artisans, in front  of  you  create  "Objects  of  Rare Beauty,"  for  example ; Florentine -style  18 Karat  jewelry , leather  

accessories  personalized  parfum  and  other  100% made  Florentine  artisan  products . 

 

          Artisan  Goldsmith,  designer  and  sculptor,  obtained  his diploma  with  top  marks from  the  Art  Institute  of  Florence,  the  city  

of  his birth,  which  has instilled  in him a  deep  fascination  for  renaissance  art,  turning  him into  a  profound  art  connoisseur  and  

inspiring  many  of  his works. 



 

 

 

Visit in a Artisan Shopé..Where they hand produce òPersonalize Parfumsò and create "Objects of Rare Beauty"  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
AFTER VISITING  

 ò UNKNOW FLORENCE ò :   
 Transfert to Historical   

òCASTLE in MONTESPERTOLI"  
Welcome cocktail and dinner  

with Frank & Dottie,  

Ugo Petrillo, Stefania Tielli, Roberto 

Neri , Greta Lupi , Gianluca  Vivaldi  

and BARONESSA CATERINA 

RENZISé 

 

 éafter  dinner   transfert  
to Historical  Estate 





 

Wednesday , April 6  
Welcome cocktail and dinner  

 
Antipasto  

Selezione di Salumi & Crostini Toscani  
Vino  

Bianco IGT Montespertoli  
------ 

Primi Piatti 
Gnudi Burro & Salvia  

Vino  
Rossi IGT Montespertoli  

------ 
Secondi Piatti  

Arista di Maiale con verdure al vapore  
Vino  

Chianti Riserva  
------ 

Dolce della casa  
Vinsanto  

 
 



Sojourn  in a anciant  Historical  Estate is a  
wonderful  4-star located  in the  province  of  
Siena, which  was  born  from  the  restoration  of  
a  nineteenth -century  residence  that  
belonged  to  the  Venturi  Ginori  family  during  
that  period . 
 
During  your  stay,  you  will have  the  opportunity  
to  breath  a  unique  and  unforgettable  
atmosphere,  the  fruitful  encounter  between  
the  location's  rich  history and  the  utmost  

attention  to  detail  of  the  current  property . 
 
Surrounded  by  two  hectares  of  parkland  and  
overlooking  Via  Cassia , one  of  the  oldest  
roads  in the  Italian  territory,  Villa Lecchi  is the  
perfect  destination  for  those  seeking  the  
tranquility  and  beauty  of  the  Tuscan 
countryside . 





MORNING  
08.00 AM Breakfast in hotel and departure to Volterra . 

09:30 City Tour with THE VICE MAYOR and  DEPUTIES OF TURISM & CULTURE. 

The tour included a visit to see the work of ARTISAN ALABASTER & THE 

MAKING ETRUSCAN-STYLE GOLA. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
APERITIVO In Palazzo dei  Priori (a Jewel of a medieval architecture.  

As a matter of fact this style was copy by the Medici Family to  

build Palazzo Vecchio  in Florence)  

Thursday, April  7  
Volterra  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFTERNOON: Free Time for Shopping  

LUNCH & VERNACCIA WINE COMPARING 
In a Authentic Val DõElsa Azienda  Agricola  

RETURN TO HOTEL 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TASTING OF "Vernaccia : Literature  and  Poets." 
The Vernaccia  wine  was  so much  appreciated  by  
personalities  at  the  time,  such  as Pope  Martin  IV 
(placed  in Hell by  Dante  Alighieri  in his Divine  
Comedy  due  to  the  Pope's  over  indulgence  on  

Vernaccia),  Dante  Alighieri  and  Giovanni  Boccaccio . 
 
Still today , on  special  occasions , the  verses of  poets  
Gabriello  Chiaberra , Francesco  Redi and  
Michelangelo  celebrate  the  famed  Vernaccia  of  San 
Gimignano . Michelangelo  loved  this wine  so much  

that  he  dedicated  a  verse to  it in the  "AIONE" (1643): 
"The Vernaccia  kisses you , bites  you  and  stings you .ó 
 

Azienda  Agricola : òA taste  of our  peasent  traditionó is 
situated  a  few  kilometres  from  San Gimignano,  
surrounded  by  the  wonderful  landscape  offered  by  

the  Tuscan country,  in a  particularly  good  area  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  vines and  olives. 
The traditional  farm,  owned  by  the  Ciappi  family  for 
generations,  expands  for  25 hectars  of  vineyards  and  
3 hectars  of  olive  trees. 



Thursday, April 7  
Lunch & Vernaccia  Wine Comparing  

  
Aperitivo  

Crostini misti ( toscano, lardo, salsiccia)  
Vino  

Vernaccia di San Gimignano  
------ 

Primi Piatti 
Zuppa di pane, Pici allõAglione 

 Vino  
Toscana IGT Rosso 

------ 
Secondi Piatti  

Pollo dellõAia alla Vernaccia con fagioli allõolio 
Vino  

Chianti Riserva  
------ 

Dolce  
Pane, Vino e Zucchero  

Vin Santo  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday , April  8  
San Miniato  

MORNING( 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM):  
08:00 AM  Breakfast  in hotel  and  departure  to  San 

Miniato  after  a  breaf  meeting  with  Vittorio  

Gabbanini  Mayor  of  the  City,  with  our  local  tour  

guide  shall visit the  most  important  Artistic  and  

Cultural  Sites. 

SAN MINIATO 
In San Miniato  our  itinerary  interwines  with  ancient  

walks of  the  pilgrims  of  "Via  Francigena ," which  

traces  the  art  and  architecture  of  Roman,  Medieval  

and  Renaissance  eras. Our  journey  winds  through  

the  borgo's  narrow  streets, as we  witness traces  of  its 

glorious  past  through  Val  d'  Elsa's gentle  and  

uncontaminated  landscapes . 
 

In 1796 Napoleon  Bonaparte  came  to  San Miniato  to  

ask a  favor  of  his uncle,  the  Archbishop  of  San 

Miniato . The favor  was  a  request  for  a  

recommendation  that  enabled  the  young  

Napoleon  to  enter  the  French  Army . Imagine,  had  

this request  been  denied,  how  different  the  futures  

of  France,  Europe,  and  particularly  Italy,  would  have  

been . Another  pivotal  moment  in history occurred  in 

this town  inside  the  Duomo  of San Miniato , when  

Pope  Clemente  VII (a  member  of  the  Medici  

Family)commissioned  Michelangelo  to  paint  the  

Sistine Chapel . 

 

"Pilgrims, Michelangelo and Napoleon Bonaparte."  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


